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Tweed Shire Council wishes to acknowledge the Ngandowal and Minyungbal speaking people of the Bundjalung Country, in particular the Goodjinburra, Tul-gi-gin and Moorung – Moobah clans, as 
being the traditional owners and custodians of the land and waters within the Tweed Shire boundaries. Council also acknowledges and respects the Tweed Aboriginal community’s right to speak for 
its Country and to care for its traditional Country in accordance with its lore, customs and traditions.

Tweed Link

The assembled group of 2025 Tweed Shire Council Australia Day award winners.

Tweed Shire Council recognises 
exceptional local achievements
Nine individuals and groups were acknowledged 
at the Tweed Shire Council Australia Day Awards 
on Friday 23 January for their outstanding 
contributions and positive impact across the 
community.

Tweed Citizen of the Year  
- Jennifer Booth
Jennifer was named Tweed Citizen of the year for her 
leadership in emergency responses and decades of 
volunteer service. Jennifer has lived in Murwillumbah 
for more than 45 years, raising 5 children while 
supporting the community through floods, bushfires 
and cyclones. Her volunteer work has included helping 
during the 2017 and 2022 floods at the evacuation 
centre, Murwillumbah TAFE, the 2019 bushfire 
evacuation centre in Uki and the 2025 Cyclone Alfred 
evacuation centre.

Her volunteer journey began well before the natural 
disasters when she gave her time to St Vincent de 
Paul (Vinnies), Anglicare and local churches. She later 
expanded her efforts to committees supporting 
people facing homelessness and disadvantage.

“Not only did I heal myself, but I also found out that I 
could heal other people by giving to these services,” 
Jennifer said.

Today, she coordinates local evacuation centres and 
ensures essential supplies are ready for emergencies.

Arts and Culture  
– Murwillumbah Philharmonic Choir 
This longstanding community ensemble has been 
proudly singing for more than a century, despite 
pauses during major events such as WWII, the 1960s 
and COVID-19. Dedicated volunteers have kept the 
tradition alive, bringing people together through 
music.

Community Event of the Year  
– Tyalgum Music Festival 
A much-loved annual celebration that has brought 
opera and classical music to the local community 
for more than 3 decades. The 2025 festival marked 
its 33rd year, continuing to blend world-class 
performance with the natural beauty of the region.

Senior Ambassador  
– Karen Dawson 
Karen has built an impressive record of volunteer 
service since 2017, mentoring individuals and 
organisations across education, health, creative arts 
and environmental projects. She has also led creative 
initiatives that bring generations together.

Sporting Achievement (Group)  
– Tweed Netball Assoc - 18 Green Team 
This outstanding group of 10 young athletes earned 
the title of Queensland State Champions at the State 
Carnival in Ipswich in April 2025, demonstrating talent, 
integrity and determination.

Sporting Achievement (Individual) 
 – William Mison
A dedicated bowler since childhood, William has 
overcome challenges including autism and ADHD to 
compete at state, national and international levels.  
He remains committed to representing Australia.

Volunteer of the Year (Group)  
– Noah’s Ark Animal Sanctuary 
A not-for-profit organisation run entirely by volunteers 
in Tyalgum, providing a safe haven for more than 100 
rescued animals including horses, alpacas, pigs, goats, 
cats, dogs and birds.

Volunteer of the Year (Individual)  
– Amos Suthern
Known affectionately as ‘Moss’, Amos has dedicated 
more than 8 years to Tweed Palliative Support, 
delivering hospital beds and equipment to help 
people spend their final days at home.

Young Achiever in Community Service  
– Ruby Allen 
She created the ‘Kids of Purple’ website to help 
children and young people affected by domestic and 
family violence, offering support and a safer future. 
Ruby launched the site while still in high school, 
drawing on her own family’s experience and 
recognising that many of her peers faced the same 
lack of support. 
Watch award videos: tweed.nsw.gov.au/australia-day

Council trivia
True or False?
Tweed Shire Council's local government  
area (size of the region) is half the size of  
City of Gold Coast’s.

Think you know the answer? Read next week's edition to find out.

Thank you for being part of our everyday
Learn more at tweed.nsw.gov.au/part-of-your-everyday

Community members wanted: 
Join the NDIS Working Group
The NDIS Working Group provides a forum to 
review and improve guidelines, ensuring they align 
with best practice, legislation, and the needs of 
people with disability, their families and carers. 
Your input will help create clear, accessible,  
and inclusive processes for our community.
Who can join? 
We welcome representatives from the community, 
including people with lived experience, carers, and 
advocates. Your voice matters in making NDIS 
services better for everyone.
Meeting frequency: 
The group meets twice a year or as needed.
Interested? Contact the NDIS team via  
ndis@tweed.nsw.gov.au or call 07 5569 3110    

Want more information about Council’s NDIS 
Coordination Service?  Visit tweed.nsw.gov.au/ndis  
or use the contact details above.

Planning ahead brings peace of mind. Learn practical steps for 
end-of-life preplanning at the free Tweed Shire Council event.

How to arrange a prepaid 
funeral, burial or cremation

Community members are invited to a free session 
in March to learn about planning and preparing a 
funeral, burial or cremation.

The session will be hosted by Tweed Shire Council’s 
Cemeteries team and led by Ben Little, Managing 
Director of Dolphin Funerals and a third-generation 
funeral director. With decades of family experience, 
Ben will explain the steps involved in planning ahead 
and how documenting your wishes early can ease 
stress for loved ones during a difficult time.
Date: Thursday 12 March
Time: 10 am to 11.30 am
Place: The Chapel, Tweed Valley Lawn Cemetery, 
Eviron.

Bookings essential via Humanitix,  
to book go to: events.humanitix.com/planning-ahead

The presentation will include time for questions and  
a complimentary morning tea on the Chapel balcony.

If you can’t attend in person, you can join via live 
stream using view.oneroomstreaming.com

More information about Council Cemeteries,  
visit: tweed.nsw.gov.au/cemeteries

Last week, we each used

169 L a day
Look after what makes the Tweed  

the Tweed. Our water!
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